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CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.—Dan. xii. 4. 
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For the Christian Repository. 
No. Xf. 
TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 


On Baptism. 
Tv was the express command of Jesus Christ 
‘* Go teach all nations baptizing them.” Those 
who say that the word baptism is here used in 
an uncommon and extraordinary sense, are 
hound in the first place, to prove their bold as- 
sertion; and, in the sacond place, to prove the 
inspired apostles mistaken in interpreting their 
Master’s mind and will. From the second 
chapter of Acts we learn that shortly after re- 
ceiving their commissién, the oantles “ were 
ALL with one accord in one place,” (ist verse) 
when “ they were all filled with the Holy G 
and begam-to speak with other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.’ 4. Among other 
things whieh Peter “ standing up with the ele- 
ven,” spoke, he said, “ Repent and be baptiz- 
ed every one of you for the remission of sins, 
und ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
‘Then they that gladly received the word were 
baptized, and the same day there were added 
unto them about 3000 souls.’ (37, 44.) Upon 
this subject we remark, 4. The whole body of 
the Apostles was here assembled,—they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost,—all spake “ as 
the spirit gave them utterance.” Of course 
what they spoke was the mind of the spirit, or 
the doctrine of God himself. The truth of what 
they spoke cannot be questioned without ques- 
tioning the veracity of the spirit of Truth. 2. 
‘They commanded the people to be baptized— 
not with the Holy Ghost, for this is no man’s 
duty,—and “the gift of the Holy Ghost” is 
spoken of as a blessing which they should re- 
ceive in consequence of baptism ;—but with wa- 
ter as these same Apostles afterwards explain 
their own meaning in the eases of the Centuri- 
ou, Eunueh and others. The Eunuch going 
home from this feast took it for granted Chris- 
tians must be baptized, and therefore said to 
Philip “ see here is water, what doth hinder 
me to be baptized ? and they went down both 
into the water, and he baptized him.” (Acts 
viii. 38.) Eight years afier Pentocent, the Apos- 
tle Peter by baptism understood something dif- 
ferent from reeeiving the Holy Ghost. “ Who 
can forbidwaterthat these should not be baptized 
which have received the Holy Gkost as well as 
we?” And he commanded them to be baptized 
in the name of the Lord, (Aets x. 47.) “ Four 
years” before he wrote to the Corinthians, i. e. 
twenty three years after Pentecost, according to 
Amicus’ own acknowledgment, the Apostle 
Paul “ used water baptism.” And we shall 
soon see he used ii at 2 much later period. 
Here then is the Unanimous testimony of 
12 Inspired Apostles against the opinions of 
George Fox and his followers! Now whether 
Baptism be a “ carnal ordinance, or one per- 
fectly ‘ conformable to the nature of the pre- 
sent dispensation,” is a question which I leave 
Amicus to discuss with cur Lord and his Apos- 
tles. For my part, Lam net in the habit of 
holding a candle to the Sun, or wishing to di- 
rect the decisions of Infinite Wisdom. 
‘Lhe major proposition of his very formal sy/- 
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logism,to wit,that % the baptism commanded by 
Christ is essential to salvation,” was fully refu- 
ted in my last. His conclusion falls of course. 
The Apostle Paul was sent both to baptize 
and. preach. The former, after he found it an 
occasion of party spirit, he performed by the 
hands of others, as our Lord did, John iv. 4, 2. 
and as Peter did, Acts x. 47. but he could 
preach only in his own person. And this is the 
reason, if Amicus wishes-one, why he did net 
thank God he had preached the gospel only 
to a few,” while he thanks God ‘he had left 
—— to his companions. 
am charged by Amicus with first denying 
rand then—admitting the “ fallibility” of the 
stles. ‘The charge lies against his own a- 
‘buse of the English language. I have never 
in a single instance admitted the. fallibility of 
the Apostles, They must have been perfectly 
infallible, an inspired. “ Fallibility,” ac- 
cording to Walker, significs “ liableness to be 
deceived,”’—of course relates solely to errors in 
judgment, and has nothing to do with practice. 
ow I appeal to the publie, if it is not the ma- 
nifest object of my last essay to prove that the 
Apostles never erred in judgment, never decid- 
wrong. It was admitted that, through the 
weakness of the flesh, they oceasionally acted 
contrary to their judgment; but that their judg- 
ment was at all times right, and they never 
“¢ deceived” in their views of any ordinance 
or doctrines” My doctrine was that though frail 
as men, they were infallible as teachers. 
In confirmation of what I have said, in for- 
essays of the Command of Christ, and the 
Pikctice of the Apostles, I now add— 
Turrpty; the Apostles did not consider the 





tism, but as an institution of Christ. You tell 
us they practised “ John’s Baptism,”’—but 
without the least authority; yea im the very 
face of scripture. In Acts xix. 1—5, we are 
told that “ Paul having passed through the 
‘upper coasts, came to Kphesus; and finding 
‘ certain disciples, he said unto them, «rah 
‘ received the Holy Ghost sinee ye believed ? 
¢ And they said unto him, we agave not so much 
‘as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 
‘ And he said unto them, Unto what then were 
‘ ye baptized ? And they said, unto John’s bap- 
¢tism. ‘Then said Paul, John verily baptized 
- with the baptism of repentance, saying unto 
‘the people, that they should believe on him 
‘ which should come after him, that is on Christ 
‘Jesus. nd when they heard this, they were 
‘ baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”? Here 
then were a number of John’s disciples re- 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. An 
unquestionable proof that the Anastle’e ««~-:- 
dcicu Cnrists vapiism as different from that of 
John. You may say, if you please, “ they were 
deceived, and misunderstood their commission.’ 
Bnt you will pardon me, if I doubt your infal- 

libility sooner than theirs. 
Fourtary ; our Lord makes water baptism 
essential to membership in the visible church. 
5. “ Kxeept a man be born of water 





Jobn iii. 5. 
and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God.” Whatean the phrase “ born of 
water,’’ mean but baptisin ? The phrase “ king- 














baptism which they administered as John’s bap: | 
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dom of God,” or “ kingdom of heaven,” (for 
they are one and the same) is in Seripture used 
in two senses, for the visible, and for the :nvis- 
ible chureh ; or for the body of apparent and of 
real saints. ‘That it sometimes means the in- 
visible church, all will admit; but that it often 
means also the visible church, uone will doubt 
who read the parables of the “ Tares,” the 
“ Net,” the “ ‘Ten Virgins,” (Mat. xiii. 24,47 
and xxv. 4.) The “ kingdom of heaven” ‘is 
in these pore g spoken of as containing bad 
as wellas good, hypocrites as well as saints, 
which cannot be true of the invisible church. 
Now to enter the visible ehurch, or the society 
of professing christians, it is necessary to be 
‘“‘ born of water,” or to be baptized ; to enter 
the church invisible, or the society of real 
saints, something more is necessary, even to be 
‘* born of the spirit,” or be renewed in heart. 
The Jews used to say of Gentile preselytes af- 
ter baptism,that they were ** born again,” & to 
this our Saviour probably alludes. Here then is 
proof not only of the propriety, but of the ab- 
solute necessity of water baptism to church 
membership. ‘This looks something like mak- 
ing ita “ badge of discipleship 
IFTALY ; the Apostles speak of it aS an im- 

portant means of salvation. As our Lord pla- 
ces it next to faith, Mark xvi. 16, and next to 
regeneration in the passage hefore quoted, so 
the Apostles place it next to essential things. 
Thus Acts ii. 38, “ Repent and be baptized.” 
They required it as a profession of religion and 
a means of grace. Eph. v. 26, “ Christ lov- 
ed the ehareh and be himself for it, that he 
might cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word.,’? Here the “ washing with water,” 
or baptism, is spoken of as one means, along 
with the word, of cleansing the church. This 
ordinance as well as preac ing, christians know 
to be a means of grace and sanctifieation. 

The same sentiment is conveyed ‘Tit. iii. 5, 
** He saved us by the washing of r ion, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” The 
former, (to adopt your sty!2) is the baptism of 
water, the titer of the spirit. Abundant quo- 
tations might be made from the early Fathers, 
showing that the “ washing of regeneration” 
was a phrase in common use with the early 
Christians to signify baptism. Not that they 
supposed this outward eeremoney changed the 
heart, but typified that change. Just as «r- 
cumeision is called the covenant, “ (@-.. xvii. 
because it was a sign of the er enant; be 
the cupin the Lord’s supper is <afled the “New 
Testament,” because it ic a symbol and seal 
of that Testament «hus Baptism is here 
called the “ -..sning of regeneration,” because 
« as a symbol or sign of regeneration. The 
Apostle here makes it a means-of salvation ; 
“ He hath saved us by the washing &e.” 

Again; Heb. x. 22, “ Let us draw near with 
a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts eee from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water.” Ob- 
serve, here is something external as well as 
internal, something on the body as well as the 
spirit, recommended to all who could approach 
God acceptably. Ur, to speak in your language, 
here is the baptism with water as well as the 
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Spirit required. Note also, that this “ wash- 
ing with water.” is recommended in that same 
Epistle, and in the very next chapter to that 
in which all-Jewish ordinances and “ divers 
washings” are suid to be done away ; (ix. 10.) 
a plain proof that Christian baptism is not to 
be nnmbered with the “ divers washings” of 
the Jews. Note also, that sprinkling and 
washing are here spoken of as synonymous 
terms; and also, that. this Epistle was written 
within a year or two of the Apostle’s death. 
~S8o that his views were not yet changed. 

I know no other way in which these argu- 
ments can be answered, but by saying, this 
water, this washing &e. means Spirtiual wat- 
ers, Spiritual washing. But, not to say that 
Spiritual cleansing is spoken of besides in these 
very passages, it is easy to see nothing would 

calrsfy such an objector! For if our Lord had 
said “ Go baptize with water,”—to such an 
objector it would not have been an “ ri 
command,” as he would still say our Lord 
meant “ sprrirvaL water!” The language is 
as plain as any reasonable man can ask. 
SixTuty; the Apostle John, in an Epistle 
written ” Ban all the other Apostles were dead, 
eee of Baptism as one of the Three standi 
itnesses for Christ, 4 voha v. 8. Maviag 
spoken of a ‘Trinity of Witnesses in Heaven, 
‘the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost,” 
he adds “ and there are three that bear wit- 
ness inearth, the Spirit, the water and the 
Blood,” to this great truth “ that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.” The Spirit bears witness by the Scrip- 


TurEs whieh he inspired, by the hearts which | 


he renews ;—the water of tism witnesses 
the Necessity and the certainty of sanctification; 
—and the Biood, or the Lord’s Supper, the cer- 


90 


ther Catholié of Sectary that denied Infants 
were to be baptized for the remission of sins,” 
—that the Palagians are unable to contravene 
the authority of the whole church derived be- 
yond doubt from our Lord and his Apostles.” 
Once more; Ckérestrus and Pevacivs, two 
men of great talents, learning and acquaint- 
ance with the churches in Asia, Africa and 
Europe, were arraigned for heresy, and charg- 
ed with denying original sin, the corruption of 
Infants, &e. and were much puzzled by this 
Question, “ If infants are not polluted, why 
are they by the usage of the universal church, 
baptized F” Some accused them of denying in- 
fant baptism. a repelled the charge. Cr- 
LESTiUs acknowledged that * infants were to 
be baptized according to the rule of the univer- 
sal church.” Pelagius said that “men slan- 
dered him as though he denied the sacrament 
of baptism to infants,” and affirms that “ he 
never heard of avy, not even the most impious 
heretic,.that could say such a thing of infants.” 
——Such quotations might be multiplied inde- 
finitely ; but these are sufficient to prove the 
early and universal prevalence of water bap.’ 
tism. a Bark Sy - 
On this subject I have yet many things to 
say; but as the divshauen” has Sividy , te 
protracted ; as Amicus seems inclined to cease; 
as we are now even in the number of essays, 
and as we have many other subjects to diseuss, 
if Amicus enters on a new subject, I shall in 
my next proceed to consider and confirm the 


authority of the Lord’s Supper. ie : 








THE VALUE OF 'THE BIBLE. 


It is one of the many follies and sins with 
which mankind are chargeable, that the rich- 





told in the 6th verse that Jesus “ came by wa- 
ter and by blood,” that is, with a view to cleanse 
his church from pollution, and atone for her 
sins. ‘These two great objects of his coming 
are elearly certified to all the world by Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. . While these. two er- 
dinances continue to be celebrated, Christ will 
never want Two Faithful Witnesses to the two 
leading parts of his salvation,—Justification 
and Sanctification.—Now if all the world were 
Friends, two of these witnesses, if not the third 
would be banished from the world! 

Lastiy; that the Apostles never changed 
either their views or practice on this subject, 
but left the whole church in the practice of this 
ordinance, is evident from the Testimony of the 
early Fathers.—As we have no particular dis- 
pute on the subject uf Infant Baptism, I regret 
that the passages most in point will necessarily 
bring this into view. It will be admitted by 
all that Infant baptism must have been water 
baptism. If therefore the former was univer- 
sal, so was the /atter. Ihave room for only a 

.few passages. ‘The * Apostolic Constitutions” 
say “ Baptize your infants and instruct them 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
OriceEn, ** Infants also are by the usage of the 
ehureh baptized.” “ Infants are baptized for 
the remission of sins.”” ‘The church received a 
document or order from the Apostles to give 
baptism to infants,”—Fipus, a bishop in A- 
frica, wrote to Cyprian ingoscing ‘s whether it 
were right to baptize children before 8 days 
old??? Cyprian proposed the question in a Coun- 
cil of 66 Bishops, and afterwards wrote, “ not 
a single bishop agreed with you,—the spiritu- 
al circumcision is not to be restricted by that 
which is according to the flesh,—but an infant 
may be baptized immediately after its birth,” 

&e. AvuGUSTINE, speaking of the above let- 


tainty and the mode of Justi ion. We are | 


ter of Cyprian says it was * No new decree, 
but the established faith of the church.” And 
again, he “ never heard of any christian whe- 











est of heaven’s blessings are extremely, per- 
haps peculiarly, liable to be perverted or abu- 
oa Of the many instances of this ingratitude, 
we shall at present speak of one only. It is the 
Bible which we would bring to view: and 
what ean be of more importance to those of our 
race, who have intrusted in their hands this 
priceless gift of God, than it is to know how 
they improve it ? Toa reflecting mind, in wet 
connexion can you bring to view this Boo 
hooks, in which it will not awaken the deepest 
interest P Where is the reason of man? Let 
Pain answer. Where the understanding of 
man? Let the utmost efforts of Seneca, Plato 
and Secrates declare. What is man’s native 
rectitude and goodness ? You may read it on e- 
very page of his history from the time he took 
the forbidden fruit to the present moment. 
Where is natural religion ? ‘The Christian an- 
swers—in every trace of creation! but how has 
he made the important discovery ? With the 
Bible in his hand. Could not man unassisted 
by revelation, determine it ? He ought to de it. 
But has he done it? We find an answer in the 
untold number of false gods that lurk amid the 
darkness of pagan lands. 

Where, we once more ask, is the Bible? 
Point me to a eivilized land, and I say it is 
there. Show me true and undefiled religion, 
and by its side you find the Bible. What is it, 
my fellow-christians, that makes life to you so 
cheerful; from what do you draw your armour 
to contend against your greatest enemies, with- 
in and without ? What has converted a fear- 
ful expectation of an hereafter, into a bright 
hope, full of immortality? What but the Bible? 
But fidelity to this subject; and a personal 
concern for the manver in which we shall be a- 
ble to answer the great question at last, con- 
strains me now to put it home to the bosom of 
all. true Christians—With the Bible in our 
hands, what have we made of it? Furnished 
with this Book, which affords us so much com- 
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fort in the present life, sheds such light on the 
grave, and opens heaven beyond ; what, I ask 
again with increased earnestness; what use do 
we make of it? We have it%n our studies, our 
closets, by our firesides ; we read it often and 
with unabated, nay with increasing interest. It 
is well if we do so prize it and so make it the 
man of our counsel and our guide. Blessed be 
God ! we do find in it the bread of eternal life : 
and we would part with a right hand sooner 
than be deprived of our Bible, after all the truth 
we have already learned from it—what then 
would be the value of that Bible in the hand of 
a dying pagan, who has not yet perhaps ever 
heard of such a book ? And are there not such 
dying daily; possibly while I write! 

Amid ail t 
had to eneounter, very seldom, ifever, has it 
met the charge of sanctioning any thing impi- 
ous, immoral or profane. it ever remem - 
bered, to the standing disgrace of those who 
confront the Bible, it hus been rejected on other 
grounds. Infidelity itself has borrowed quite 
all the little morality it has to boast, from that 
very book it would be glad to annihilate. Lit- 
tle have such men known, or little have they 
cared to know, whenee emanated that light, and 
where sprung at first those benign principles of 
conduct, which have converted the haunts of 
savage life into the abodes of quiet security and 
domestic refinement. Let them point to a sin- 
gle nation, who have become, what themselves 
would eall civilized, without the aid of the Bi- 
ble. But why contend with the Bible? Does 
a portion of our fallen world still 
tell us, with irresistible energy, that where 
there is this lack of vision, the people perish. 
Trace the progress of the Bible and you trace 
the march of eivilization. Judge, then (if no- 
thing else will convince) Judge of the Bible by 
its fruits. Ifan evil tree eannot bring forth 
good fruit, why call the Bible evil? We reite- 
rate the question—W hat is it that has civilized 
the world thus far? and what is it that is still 
extending this civilization. Why is our land 
what it is, aid China what it is? 

O! how biack the ingratitude of that man, 
who lives in a land of peace and liberty, sur- 
rounded with domestic comforts and the refine- 
ments of civilized life, all which may be direet- 
ly traced to the Bible (or Christianity, which is 
the same thing.) How black the ingratitude, 
I say, of that man,when he spends his strength 
in trying to overthrow this sacred book! Set- 
ting aside the external evidence of the Divine 
authenticity of the Scriptures, which no reason- 
able man can call in question,they have all pos- 
sible internal evidence in their favour: their 
morality stands unimpeached ; and facts on all 
hands testify their powerful and happy tenden- 
ey. And leaving out of the account the eter- 


-nal world, we ask of those who tear from us this 


heavenly treasure, a substitute which will in- 
demnify us even for this world. No—the 
war with the Bible has been a war of the pass- 
ions. Its morality has been too pure; its truths 
teo humbling; and its requirements too self- 
denying, for the pride and corruption of the 
human heart. But we may add, bleased be God, 
its light has been too clear and overpowering 
to be resisted; and we long ardently, and with 
no less confidence wait, for the day, when a co- 

y of the Bible shall reach the abode of every 
Gane being; that he may learn the only name 
given under Heaven amongst men, whereby any 
can be saved. But, at present, by how many is 
this invaluable gift slighted or contemmed ? 
Men are very willing to draw from it all that 
goes to make the present life mere refined 
and happy; and use maxims which they per- 
haps never suspect came originally from the 
Bible ; but Oh! they reject it when it enforces 
those traths and precepts which would, if per- 
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fectly adhered to form man info that holiness 
which would be his perfection in dignity and 
happiness. 
ithas won too many trophies in this werld of 
corruption ; in subjugating the passions; in 
enlightening atid renewing the soul of man; 
has healed too many a wounded heart; too often 
smoothed the pillow of the dying Christian, and 

resented to the eye of his faith a word too 
ha py—a prospect too glorious, now to be eal- 
led. in questiton by the infidel, who, while he 
dashes the Bible to the ground with one hand, 


with the other can point us to no resting spot) Pp 


this side of the grave, nor Heaven beyond. 
Happy, then, the land where the Bible is known 
and prized; happy the palace where its wis- 
dom dwells, by which Kings rule and Princes 
decree justice ; happy the hovel, which enter- 
tains this heavenly visitant ; thrice happy the 
heart where its truths and hopes reside; and 


~ blessed the hands that aid in sending it to the 


remotest corners of the earth. 
R. I. Rel. Intel. 


For the Christian Repository. 


% 





Ar SHORT SERMON CONCERNING PHAROAH. 
Text, Romans ix. 4%, For the Seriptures 
saith unto Pharoah, even for this same purpose 


have I raised thee up, that I might shew my} 
power in thee, and that my name might bede- 


elared throughout all-the earth.” “See Exo- 
dows ix. 26,508 ee 
I shall not attempt to pursue the common 
method of explaining this text, as I think such 
explanations do great violenee to many other 
parts of the sacred seriptures, but shall briefly 
state what I conceive to be the true meaning of 
the passage, in the following particulars: viz. 
4. God raised up Pharoah. 
2. The purposes for which he raised him ap. 
‘irst, God raised up Pharoah to sit on the 
throne of Egypt. ‘This appears to be the mean- 
ing of God’s raising him up in the text; and 
this meaning seems to correspond with what is 
written in 2nd Samuel xxiii. 1. where David 
says “* Now these be the last words of David. 
David the Son of Jesse said, and the man who 
was raised up on high, the anointed of the God 
of Jacob.” It appears plain from this verse, 
that to be raised wp means to sit in a publie 
Hace—on a throne—to be made a king: whieh 
idea is further confirmed, by Acts xiii. 22. 
“ And when he had removed him, (Saul) he 
raised up unto them David to be their king. 
Second, The purposes for which God raised 
up Pharoah: And 
1. We are told, to shew his power in him. 
Too many good people read it, to shew his 
power against him ; but observe, the text says 
in him. Pharoah, in his day, was the most 
owerful Monarch on earth, he oppressed the 
Pord’s chosen people, the ehildren of Israel ; 
but God shewed that his power was superior to 
Pharoah’s—that it was above all human pow- 
er, when he brought his armies of frogs and 
lice upon him, and caused him to yield; and 
at last, when with ease, he covered him and: 
his host in the bottom of the sea. Rahab aludes 
to this same power, in Joshua ii. 9, 10, 44. 
«+ And she said unto the men, I know that the 
Lord hath given you the Land, and that your 
terror is allen upon us, and that all the inha- 
bitants of the land faint because of you. For 
we have heard how the Lord dried up the 
water of the Red seafor you, when ye came 
out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two 
kings of the Amorites, that were on the other 
side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly 
destroyed. And assoon as we had heard these 
things, our hearts did melt, neither did there 
remain any more courage in any man, because 
of you ; for the Lord your God, he is God in 


The Bible is known by its fruits | p 


‘says, Psalm ix. 13. “ Who sent tokens and 
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heaven above, and in the earth beneath.” Thus 
we may discover how Ged shew forth his omni- 
otent power in Pharoah, and ia Egypt, and 
throughout all the world. 

2. Another purpose for which God raised up 
Pharoah, was, that his Name might be declar-- 
ed throvghout all the earth; hence we find, 
that when the nations of the earth heard that 
Israel’s God had evercamé not only Pharoah, 
but other great kings, they -were convinced at 
onee, that his power and his mame, were above 
that of all other gods or men besides, This. 
art of our subject is mentioned by Nehemiah 
ix. 40, “ And shewest signs and wonders u 
Pharoah, and all his servants;and on all the 

le of the land ;for thowknewest that they 
ealt proudly against them; so didst thou get 
thee a Name, as it is this day.” And David 


wonders into the midst of thee, O Egypt, upon | 
Pharneh,< hed. Uede: <i hic:ieorvetiare Ee 


Name O Lord, endureth forever ; and thy me- 
morial, O.Lurd, throughout all generations.” 
Thus I would observe, that God did not raise’ 


Pharoah, into existence, barely to show his 

wer in him, by sending bimr to hell, but that 

is great power, and glorious Name, might be 
knowa unto all the inbabitants of the earth. 
_. AQUILA, 


FROM A LONDON PAPER: 


THE HOLY LAND, in 1820. 








The ReviMr. Conner has furnished us with 
the following curious lars relative to the 
present. state ef the Holy Land, at the Feast 
of the Passover of this year. 

PILGRIMS, 

The average number of Greek Pilgrims is 
about 2000—ithis year there are ouly 4600. 
Of these Pilgrims the majority: are native 
Greeks, who speak and read Romaic—the next 
in number are the Greeks from Asia Minor, | 
who speak aud read the Turkish, but in the 
Romaic character—the third class consists of 
Russians—and the fourth and fifth ef Wallae- 
hians and Bulgarians. Few, however, of these 
Pilgrims, ean read. ‘The Arminian Pilgrims 
amount this year to about 4300. ‘The Majo- 
rity of them are from Anatolia, and speak no- 
thing but ‘Turkish. Very few of them can read. 
The average number of Copt puapee is about 
200. ‘This year only 150 arrived, Their ap- 
pearance is very wretched. The Pilgrims 
that have visited Jasnealalin this year may be 
thus summed up: Greeks 1600 Armenians 1300 
Copts 150, Catholics 50, chiefly from Damas- 
cus ; Abyssinians 1, Syrians 39. ‘Total 3140. 


JERUSALEM. 


The streets of Jerusalem were all life and 
bustle. ‘To avoid the confusion, we left the 
city by the ear of Bethlehem,& passing along 
the north side, fell in with the train of Pilgrims 
at the gate of St. Stephen. ‘I'he scene was li- 
vely. ‘The path through which we passed’ 
down Mount Moriah, across the valley of Je- 
hosaphat and up tlie side of Olivet, was lined 
with people who came to witness the proces- 
sion.— A Turkish baad of Music, leaving the 
gate of St. Stephen, accompanied with banners, 
proceeded with us as far as a tree on Olivet, un- 
der which the Governor of Jerusalem, with his 
Court, was seated. Guns were fired at intervals. 


JERICHO, 


After having erossed a number of hills, we 
descended into the Plains of Jericho. In the 
midst of this plain appears a huge verdant tract, 
like an oast (Kiln) in the desari— and here, em- 
bossed in the trees, stands the wretehed mud- 
built village of the ancient Jericho, formerly 













celebrated for the numberof palm trees grow- 


ing near it, and on that account ealled-* the 
City of Palms.”—This city was the first 
Canaan whieh fell under the power of the Is 
elites. after their entrance into the Land of 
promise—and the walls fell down before the 


ark of the covenant, on the first sound of the 
trumpets inthe year of the world 2584, and 


before Jesus Christ 1400. 


RIVER JORDAN. 
, we 


Abont half past three the next morning 
all set out by torch light for the Jordan. — 
appearance of the pilgrims, moving in nume- 
rous detached parties, with their flambeaux a- 
cross the plain, was singular and atribine The 
Jordan, at the spot where the ino th 

resquée—its breadth is twen- 


ie beastly pte . 

ty yards, and it is ed on both sides by 4 
thiek foliage Teane 2 planted trees. T 
water appeared turbi and. was not deep. On 
‘retiring. the water, the pilgrims 
themselves in entting the branches fr the 
trees to carry home with them, as memorials 


of the Jordan. They then mounted their beasts, 
o their 


former station in the plain. 
DEADSEA. 


Our party set off from the Jordan with Prince 
Avaloff, a ‘Gest sian: and suit to the DEAD 
Sea,where we arrived in about two hours and a 
half. We rambled about for some time on the 
borders of this lake, which covers the ashes of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 1 tasted the water, and 
found it excessive nauseous. Some of the par- 
ty bathed. ™ 


and returned t 


Jerusalem is a considerable place. The 
most beautiful building within its walls is the 
Mosque of Onier, which stands on the site of 
Solomon’s ‘Femple, ‘The Turks have 4 singu- 
lar reverence for this. Mosque, and will not 
permit a Christian to set his foot in the large 
grassy area which surrounds it. 


-- VALLEY OF JEHOSHAPHAT. 


The walks which I most frequent are those 
that lead down tothe Valley of Jehoshaphat, by 
the fountains of ‘Siloh, or those that ran along 
the side of Olivet. From the side of Olivet 
ou have a very commanding view of Jerusa- 
em. The greater part of the surroundin 
country is most desolate and dreary. Hills of 
white parched rock dotted here and there with 
patches of cultivated land, every where meet 
and offend the eye. 
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FALSE TENDERNESS TO CHILDREN. 


An eminent historian,* speaking of that dia- 
belical custom which so long prevailed amongst 


the old Carthaginians, of offering their chil- 
dren to a detestable idol (which was formed in 
such a manner, that an infant put into its hands, 
which were stretched out to receive it, would 


immediately fall into a gulph of firet) adds a 


circumstance, which one cannot mention with- 
out horror: That the mothers, who, with their : 
own hands, presented the little innocents; 
t it an unfortunate omen that the vietim 
should be offered weeping; and, therefore, used 
a great many fond arti to divert it, that, 
soothed by the kisses and caresses of a parent, 
it might smile in that dreadfal moment in which 
it was to be given up to the idol-<Pardon me, 
my — such is your concern for the are 
ease and prosperity of your children,. while 
their souls are Naw ata fond solicitude 


that they may pass smiling. into the hands of 
the destroyer —| Dr. Doddridge in his sern 
onthe Relig. of pit?, 118. 


* ‘Minutis Felix. — wares 
t Dido. Sic, lib. Xx» Euseb, Preb. Evang. lib, iv. 
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Porne foliowing beautiful lines breathe so much exquis- 
ite tenderness, as well as much resignation to the Di- 


vine will, that the Editor of the Repository will not | 8° 


deny it a corner of his useful paper. M. 
Lines to his Mother, on the death of his brother, by 
Herrr NEaue. 


Oh ! weep not for him, ’tis unkindness to weep, 
The weary weak frame hath but fallen asleep ; 
No more of fatigue or endurence it knows,— 
Oh! weep not—Oh break not the gentle repose. 


He sleeps———Oh ! how kindly on Jesus's breast : 
Never more the sick dreamings shall trouble his 


5 es rest ; 

* And her lips that would comfort and healing res- 
tore 

Shall burn his cold lips and cold cheeks never 
more. 2 


Weep not that so soon he is to be blest; — 
He gave to his God the first. and ‘the last : 
Caw the labourer rest from his labor too soon ? 

He wrought all the morning and at noon. 


_ Short, short was the circuit his sun journey’d thro’ 
But the air was unruffied, the heaven was blue ; 

_ And the clouds, the thick clouds that hung round 

him at night, : : 
Only caught and mote richly reflected his light. 


We ag the flower when full in its bloom, 

While brightest in color, and best in Fertene § 

And the victim was given to God in old time, o 
Without spot, without blemish, a male in its prime. 


Then weep not.———Ah ! me, as I say it I weep; 
The wound is too cutting, the sorrow too cleep. 
Weep on, it is nature will have it, weep on; 

We speak of his graces———those graces are gone. 


Dear Mother ! I turn to each birth-day of thine, 


wee eee have mark’d thy decline ! 
The winds blow sad music, the yellow leaves fall, 


And winter comes gloomily wrapt ima pall. 


Yet murmur not—murmur not His the decree, 
“Who is better, far better than ten sons to thee : 
Though writhing and smarting, yet welcome the 
rod 


; 
Though in doubt, and in darkness, Oh! fean on 
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Communicated sentiments. 


He must know little {of the world, and 
still less of his own heart, who is not aware 
how difficult it is amidst the corrupting exam- 
ples with which it abounds, to maintain the spi- 
rit of devotion unimpaired, or to preserve in 
their due force and delicacy, those vivid moral 
impressions, that quick perception of good, and 
instinetive observance of evil which form the 
chief characteristic of a pure and elevated 
mind. These like the morning dew are easily 
brushed off in the collisions of worldly interest, 
or exhaled by the meredian sun. Hence the 
necessity of frequent intervals of retirement, 
when the mind may recover its scattered pow- 
ers, and renew its strength by a devout appli- 
cation to the fountain of all grace. 


Reticrion is the final centre of repose; the 
soal te which all things tend, which gives to 
time all its importance; to eternity all its glo- 
ry,;—apart from which man is a shadow, his 
very existence a riddle, and the stupendous 
seenes which surround him, as incoherent and 
unmeaning as the leaves which the sybil scat- 
ters in the wind. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
Extract of a letter to the Editor from the Rev- 

Thomas Grier, dated Westown, Orange Co, 

N. York, Aug. 7, 1824. 

This congre 
change during five years past, until the middle 
of last September ; when it appeared to be the 
set time to favor Zion. This refreshing from 
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tion experienced no material 
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the presence of the Lord, was neither preceded 
by unusual luke warmness nor ushered in by 
any remarkable providence. But in a time of 
neral health, peace and prosperity ; the Lord 
in his unbounded compassion visitedus. His 
holy arm was made bare, and his stately step- 
pings were seen in the sanctuary. Now the 
ioly Spirit of the living God silently passed 
from house to housé, and from heart to heart, 
in his awakening and convineing, regenerating 
and converting influences. 

On the 22d of October, when the sacrament 
of the. Lord’s Supper was administered, 41 
persons separated themselves from the world, 
and declared on the side J the Lord Jesus, 

p This day ae su - edge meetings 
or prayer.and preaching which are not easy to 
be deseribed. ed 


Five weeks more having revolved around 


j and another communion season is enjoyed, 100 


new members were received into communion as 
the fruits of this glorious harvest ; who hav- 
ing previously appeared before session, and 
given ample satisfaction of their new birth, 
eame forward publickly to own their Lord and 
Master. At the calling of their names they 
take their stands in the middle aisle to enter 
into church covenant. The crowded assembly. 
is nothing uew. It is not strange that we see 
tears of joy flow in abundance from the eyes of 
the Christian. But now we see new and sirai 

things indeed. The gospel-hardened moralist 
whose heart had always been proof against the 
thunderings of Sinai, and all ee groans, 
and blood of a compassionate Savior, now finds 
the names of his children enrolled among those 
who have vowed on the side of the Lord. He 
sees them take their stand, one’ after anuther, 
among those who “and te about to take the 





oath of allegi and fidelity to the great 
King of kings and Lord of lerds; whilst he 
himself has neither part nor lot in this matter. 
Those eyes that never afforded one tear for the 
most acute pain, or at the funeral of the most 
endeared relative, now burst forth in the most 
copious effusion. That countenance which al- 
ways indicated juattention, or self-justificati- 
on, is changed for the most deep solemnity ; 
and, looking ashamed he stands at a dist ’ 
afraid to lift up his eyes to heaven, and inter- 
cedes for partlon. 

n the 7th of January last, 56 more were 
added to our number, including in the whole 
100 and 96 in the space of four :aonths; 100 
and 23 of whom received the Sacrament of 
Baptism. Thus the church of Westown, or- 

anized with 18 members, eleven years since ; 
excluding those who have died and those who 
ave been dismissed) now cousists of 438 
members. 
Extract of a letter from Savannah, dated Aug. 
7th, 1821, to a gentleman in this city. 


‘‘ The revival of Religion which had com- 
menced before you left this, is progressing with 
a degree of rapidity that was never before 
known in the southern States. Since Febra- 
ary Jast, 139 members have joined the Method- 
ist Church, and a number to the other church- 
es. Atour last love-feast 24 joined at once, 
chiefly young men and women ; three joined in 
class last evening. Notwithstanding our popu- 
lation is very thin, our meetings are crouded 
with serious and attentive hearers. Surely God 
is at work among us in Savannah, as well as in 
other parts of the country.” Con. Rec. 


BONAPARTE’S RELIGION. 
A letter dated St. Helena, Apri) 28, has been 
ued in the London Times, of which the 
ollowing is an extract : 
‘* With regard to a priest, he desired a man 
of knowledge and experience, a learned divine, 





capable of diseussing religious sabjects, able te 
answer his questions, to resolve his doubts and 
te instruct him in the sacred Scriptures—a 
man of between 40 and 650 years of age, and a 
well-grounded scholar.—* Although” said he, 
“T feel my strength decaying, 1am not yet 
so prostrate as to take refuge in spiritual rem- 
edies. Bnt when this happens, I must have 
another spiritual guide besides the two who at 
present attended mc, one of which has not yet 
shaken off the dust of the schools. Voltair him- 
self, in the view of death, threw himself into the 
arms of religion; and who knows but that I 
shall acquire a taste for the subject and become 
pious?” 
eam trae 

«« Excessive confidence in religion is hardly 
to he distinguished from arreganee. It is ne- 
ver the means, and seldom the consequence of a 
religious life. Let us not trust, then, too much, 
temporary excitements in religion and much 
less think ourselves secure, becatise we have 
made a competent profession of our faith. 
Let us Eros too, that no man is allowed 
to make wanton trial of his faith and virtue. A 
man may be justly left to be overcome by a trial, 
which he has presumptuously sought, when he 
might have triumphed over a temptation, and 
stood atest, which was:presented to him in the 
ordinary course of Providence. The spirit of 
the Christian life is, indeed, a spirit of power 
and fortitude ; but it is always. joined with hu- 
mility, distrust of one’s self, humble estimation 
of our powers, and deep sensibility of the in- 
firmity ofhuman virtue. The daily prayer of 
the Christian is —lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us fromevil. Lethim who thinketh 
he standeth, take heed, lest he fall.” 


ANECDOTE. 

‘¢ Papa,” said a little boy to his father, 
“ what is the meaning of the words Cherubim 
and Seraphim, which we meet with in the 
Holy Secriptures?—* Cherubim,” replied his 
father, “is a Hebrew word signifying know- 
ledge; Seraphim is another word of the same 
language, and signifies flame. Whence it is 
supposed, that the Cherubim are angels who ex- 
cel in knowledge ; and the Seraphim are angels 
likewise, who excel in loving God.” — « I hope, 
then,” said the little boy, “when I die I shall 
bea Seraph ; for I would rather love God than 
know all things! ” 











CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 
Sarurvar, September 15, 1824. 


Bc7> Owing to the indisposition of our prin- 
cipal workman, several articles are necessari- 
ly omitted this week; among which are Mr. 
Smautz’s Journal. 

I, SE 

The Edenton (N.C.) Gazette of the 80th ul- 
timo, says, “Mr. John Leland, a Baptist Prea- 
cher, has travelled as far as would reach 3 
times round the world, has preached 8000 ser- 
mons, baptized 1278 persons, been acquainted 
with 962 Ministers, heard 303 of them preach, 
heard of the death of 500, had 207 to visit him 
at his own house, has written and published 80 
pamphlets, is now 66 years of age, has lived 
with the wife of his youth 45 years, has 9 chil- 
aes 40 grand-children, and 4 great grand-chil- 

ren.” 








NOTICE. 

Te board of directors of the “ young mens 
Bible Society of New Castle County,” will at- 
tend astated meeting of the board, on ‘Thursday 
the 20th Fnst. at 7 o’clock, P. M. at the ‘Town- 
Hall, in the Borough of Wilmington. 

P. Farniama, Pec’, Sec’y. 


Sept: 13th, 1821. 








































